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Training and Pruning Olives
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Importance of Training and Pruning

Training is the development of a young tree te
some pre-determined form. Pruning is used to
help develop this form. This development must
start at planting time in order to get the tree off toa
good start and ensure maximum production. Prop-
er training is important in order to provide a
mechanically strong trunk and scaffold framework
for sustaining heavy crops and resisting winds
without limb breakage.

When the tree form is developed and the tree is
bearing fruit, pruning is important to: (1) prevent
deterioration of the tree as it gets older and help
obtain good consistent yields of good quality fruit
as a result of the stimulation of production of new
fruiting wood, (2) keep the tree open to make har-
vesting easier and penetration of spray materials
for insect and disease control more thorough, and
(3) prevent excessive tree height and spread.
Bearing Habit

Olive fruits are borne laterally along shoots of the
previous season’s growth. The primary fruit bear-
ing area is a shell about 1m deep on the outer sur-
face of the tree. The «shell» or bearing surface can
extend further into the tree if enough pruning is
done to allow adequate light penetration into the
tree. On the other hand, if the tree is too dense,
with poor light penetration, the bearing surface
may be reduced. For maximum production, prun-
ing should promote a continuous supply of new
fruiting wood and keep the fruit bearing region
vigorous.

Getting Young Trees off to a Good Start at
Planting Time

Trees purchased in containers (if well established
in the container) require less attention than bare-
root trees. With bare-root trees, the leaves are
usually stripped off and the tree is cut back to a
single trunk (60-75 cm from the ground without
branches). If the bare-root tree is large, the prim-
branches may be selected and cut back to stubs.
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Strongly cut-back trees suffer less shock, become
more quickly adjusted to root loss, and start
growth faster this way. During handling, exposed
roots should be protected from drying. If plantingis
delayed, moisture must be supplied to the roots.
Trees in containers should be treated according to
the condition of the tree at planting time. If the tree
is a single, unbranched whip, severe heading back
(60-75 cm from the ground) may be required. If
suitable scaffold branches are available, they may
be selected and others removed. Remove any
suckers coming from the roots.

Planting holes should be large enough to
accommodate roots in their natural position. Roots
which are longer than the average may be cut
back and broken roots cut off. Set the tree in the
hole at about the same depth as it previously grew.
For a good start, it is important to firm the soil
around the roots as the hole is filled and to thor-
oughly soak the soil around the newly planted tree.
Never allow the newly planted tree to suffer from
lack of moisture, but do not water-log the soil
either.

Training Young Trees

During the first growing season, select 3 lateral
branches (scaffolds) that are well distributed
around the trunk and within a space between 30
and 75 cm from the ground. There should prefer-
ably be a few cm vertical space between these
main laterals. These laterals will serve as the main
framework of the tree. The remaining branches
are removed. This main framework can be created
the first summer with little work by close observa-
tion of the trees and removal of unwanted new
shoots before they have made much growth. Dur-
ing the second, third and fourth growing seasons,
remove suckers and watersprouts from the base
of the tree and branches that are broken or cros-
sing over in unwanted positions. Attempt to de-
velop a good system of scaffold branches, butdoit
with a minimum of pruning because excessive cut-
ting will delay fruit production.

During the first few years, little or no wood should
be removed from the upper portion of the tree. Af-
ter trees come into bearing (from 3 to 5 years of
age), more pruning is required to develop a secon-
dary scaffold system. The secondary scaffold sys-
tem consists of about 3 permanent branches aris-
ing from each of the 3 main scaffolds, spaced
around and up and down each main scaffold so as
to form a strong supporting framework for the fruit-
ing top and side branches. This development and
the thinning out of unwanted branches should be
done over a period of 3 to 4 years since heavy cut-
ting or thinning of branches in any one year may
cause the trees to become vegetative and stop
bearing.
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